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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE 
AND  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE 
LIVES  AND  HEALTH  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  BY  PRO- 
VIDING FOR  SANITATION  IN  TENE- 
MENT, LODGING  AND  BOARDING 
HOUSES,  MADE  SEPTEMBER  21,  1923, 
BY  THE  ADVISORY  HEALTH  BOARD 
PURSUANT  TO  AUTHORITY  OF  SEC- 
TION 1811  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE 
CODE,  APPROVED  JUNE  7,  1923. 

Section  1.  The  provisions  of  these  Rules 
and  Regulations  shall  apply  in  all  second  and 
third  class  cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  town- 
ships of  the  first  and  second  class  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  shall 
apply  equally  to  individuals,  partnerships, 
firms  and  corporations  as  owners  or  agents 
of  any  premises. 

Any  building  or  portion  thereof  hereafter 
altered  and  subsequently  used  as  a tenement, 
lodging  or  boarding  house,  shall  conform  to 
all  of  the  provisions  herein  required  for  tene- 
ment, lodging  or  boarding  houses  hereafter 
erected. 


Section  2.  For  the  purpose  of  these  Rules 
and  Regulations  tenements,  lodging  and 
boarding  houses  are  defined  as  follows: 

(a)  The  term  “tenement  house”  shall  mean 
any  house  or  building,  or  portion  thereof, 
which  is  intended  or  designed  to  be  occupied 
or  leased  for  occupation,  or  actually  occupied, 
as  a home  or  residence  for  three  or  more 
families,  living  in  separate  apartments,  and 
doing  their  cooking  upon  the  premises  and 
shall  include  apartment  houses,  apartment 
hotels  and  flats. 

(b)  The  term  “lodging  house”  shall  mean 
any  building  or  portion  thereof  in  which  five 
or  more  persons,  not  related  to  the  proprietor 
or  manager,  are  furnished  with  sleeping  ac- 
commodations and  shall  include  rooming 
houses,  bachelor  apartments,  dormitories, 
barracks,  bunk  houses  and  any  other  kind 
of  building  used  to  furnish  sleeping  accom- 
modations as  aforesaid. 

(c)  The  term  “boarding  house”  shall  mean 
any  building  or  portion  thereof  occupied  for 
human  habitation  in  which  five  or  more  per- 
sons not  related  to  the  proprietor  or  manager, 
are  furnished  with  meals  and  lodging. 

Section  3.  All  tenement,  lodging  and  board- 
ing houses  shall  be  provided  with  an  adequate 
quantity  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  for 
the  use  of  the  occupants  thereof. 

(a)  Where  the  said  water  is  obtained  from 
a public  waterworks  system  approved  by  the 
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required  State  authorities,  it  shall  be  distrib- 
uted by  means  of  pipes  as  required  herein- 
after. 

(b)  Where  the  said  water  is  obtained  from 
a private  source,  such  as  a well,  spring  or 
cistern,  said  source  shall  not  be  polluted  or 
contaminated  nor  so  situated,  constructed  or 
maintained  that  it  may  become  polluted  or 
contaminated  in  any  manner  that  may  render 
such  water  supply  injurious  to  health. 

(c)  In  tenement  houses,  each  family  shall 
be  provided  with  a water  supply  for  its 
separate  use. 

(d)  In  lodging  and  boarding  houses,  the 
rooms  of  which  are  not  arranged  in  suites  or 
groups  provided  with  separate  water  supply 
and  if  the  water  is  distributed  by  means  of 
pipes  there  shall  be  at  least  one  stationary 
washstand  for  each  six  occupants  or  fraction 
of  six. 

Section  4.  All  tenement,  lodging  and  board- 
ing houses  shall  be  provided  with  adequate 
and  sanitary  toilet  facilities  for  the  disposal 
of  the  excreta  of  the  occupants  thereof,  pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  such  facilities  shall 
be  located  in  any  room  used  for  living  or 
sleeping  purposes  or  in  which  food  is  pre- 
pared or  handled. 

(a)  Where  the  tenement,  lodging  or  board- 
ing house  is  accessible  to  a public  sewer  from 
which  sewage  is  lawfully  discharged,  the  said 
tenement,  lodging  or  boarding  house  shall  be 
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provided  with  water  closet  toilet  facilities 
which  shall  discharge  to  the  said  sewer. 

(b)  Where  the  tenement,  lodging  or  board- 
ing house  is  not  accessible  to  a public  sewer 
as  aforesaid,  the  means  for  excreta  or  sewage 
disposal  shall  be  constructed  and  maintained 
in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
“Orders  and  Regulations  of  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Department  of  Health  of  Penn- 
sylvania” relating  to  sanitary  regulation, 
sewage  disposal,  etc.,  approved  April  4,  1923. 

(c)  In  tenement  houses,  each  suite  or 
group  of  rooms  occupied  by  a family  shall  be 
provided  with  separate  toilet  facilities. 

(d)  The  minimum  number  of  water  flushed 
toilets  or  privy  seats  for  common  or  general 
use  of  the  occupants  of  any  lodging  or  board- 
ing house,  shall  be  determined  from  the  pos- 
sible number  of  occupants  thereof  as  follows: 
One  water  flushed  toilet  or  privy  seat  for 
each  twelve  persons  or  fraction  of  twelve; 
in  toilet  rooms  for  men,  one  urinal  or  24 
inches  of  urinal  trough  for  each  18  men;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  required  number  of 
water  flushed  toilets  or  privy  seats  may  be 
reduced  by  one-third  if  urinals  are  installed 
as  aforesaid. 

(e)  In  any  building  the  upper  portion  of 
which  is  used  as  a tenement,  lodging  or 
boarding  house  and  the  lower  portion  of 
which  is  used  for  commercial  or  business 
purposes,  toilet  facilities  for  the  use  of  the 


4 


occupants  of  the  upper  portion  shall  be  pro- 
vided separate  and  independent  from  any 
toilet  facilities  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
employes  of  the  said  commercial  or  business 
establishment. 

Section  5.  All  bath  rooms,  toilet  rooms  and 
water  closet  compartments  in  tenement,  lodg- 
ing and  boarding  houses,  shall  be  provided 
with  ample  ventilation  and  light  by  means  of 
window  area  at  least  equal  to  one-tenth  of 
the  floor  area  and  opening  directly  to  the 
outside  air  or  by  equivalent  artificial  means 
maintained  in  constant  and  satisfactory 
service. 

Section  6.  All  rooms  for  living  or  sleeping 
purposes  in  tenement,  lodging  or  boarding 
houses  shall  have  ample  ventilation  and 
natural  light  and  shall  be  provided  with  win- 
dows having  sash  so  constructed  and  main- 
tained that  they  may  be  easily  opened;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  cellar,  basement  or 
lower  story  shall  be  used  for  living  or  sleep- 
ing purposes  if  there  is  any  evidence  of  un- 
due dampness  therein. 

(a)  In  existing  buildings  the  required  ven- 
tilation and  light  shall  be  obtained  by  win- 
dows, opening  directly  to  or  communicating 
with  the  outside  air. 

(b)  In  buildings  hereafter  erected  the  re- 
quired ventilation  and  light  shall  be  obtained 
by  windows  opening  directly  to  the  outside  air. 
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Section  7.  No  room  shall  be  occupied  for 
sleeping  purposes  in  any  tenement,  lodging  or 
boarding  house  which  does  not  provide  the 
following  minimum  requirements  per  oc- 
cupant. 

(a)  Rooms  with  window  area  in  one  wall: 
12  square  feet  window  area,  70  square  feet 
floor  area  and  600  cubic  feet  air  space. 

(b)  Rooms  with  window  area  in  two  walls 
at  right  angles  to  each  other:.  10  square  feet 
window  area,  60  square  feet  floor  area  and 
560  cubic  feet  air  space. 

(c)  Rooms  with  windows  area  in  two  walls 
opposite  each  other:  8 square  feet  window 
area,  50  square  feet  floor  area  and  520  cubic 
feet  air  space. 

(d)  Rooms  with  window  area  in  three  or 
more  walls:  6 square  feet  window  area,  40 
square  feet  floor  area  and  480  cubic  feet  air 
space. 

Section  8.  The  owner  of  any  tenement, 
lodging  or  boarding  house  or  the  owner’s 
authorized  agent,  shall  keep  the  entire  build- 
ing in  repair  including  the  plumbing,  light- 
ing, heating  and  ventilating  systems;  and 
also  shall  keep  the  entire  building  in  a 
cleanly  condition,  free  from  any  accumula- 
tion of  dirt,  garbage  or  other  refuse  matter, 
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provided,  however,  that  the  tenant  or  other 
lessee  of  any  tenement  house  shall  keep  in 
a cleanly  condition,  free  from  any  accumula- 
tion of  dirt,  garbage  or  refuse  matter,  the 
portion  of  the  tenement  house  occupied  or 
used  exclusively  by  the  said  tenant  or  other 
lessee. 
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